Judge backs blogger’s
fight against fraud

By ROB KD

A FRAUDSTER'S victim wha fought back
has won nark battle to name and
shame the who scamnaed hiom and
ehocrens of otlers,

N .|||I:. twer ancl @ hadf voars ago, Steve
Tavlor contracted Cerent Nomman King o
bulld a sleepout for his elderly father
behind the family home in West
Auckiand. Taylor pakd three-quarers of
the price - $23,500 - as a deposit. The
\I1'|.1|'u:||:|.l waes mever Bl ansd thee mney
wits ot returmed,

I o bafed to gt even, Tavior browught
civil proceedings against King bur when
the cost of continuing the case became
profibitive, e teok a different tck,
setting up the website
prantmormanking.com with the intention
of warming others who might b dramsm
.

Within months other victims were
clamouring to tell thelr storkes and it was
nt leng before Taykor built a
cormprelensive dmeline of King's
offending.

v Lhen tried to furm the begal tables
on Tavlor by using the Harnssment Act in
sLlg aor and demand the welssite bae
tiken down,

Taylor was forced into Aucklam]
District Court (o defend himsell

However, that was King's mistake.
“Whiat he did was open up the
apsporunity for every other victim o tell
their story, which was thee very thing be
wins adhocating against,”” Taylor sidel.

Affidinvits in suppart :l-[T:q.'lur'\. Canse
flosmded in and e said it wis someal to be
standing in court with the public gallery
full of people hacking him.

I court Judge David Willson skded with
Tavior aned =add thi= webs=ite, with all jes
L'xFr]II‘\i'l'l." acciesitions, could remain
onding, 1 would be inappropriate ifa
marn in Mr King's position could close
dowen postings of essentially fcoeal
material on the basks that it interfenes
with his commercial plans and deprives
him of customers,” thie Judge sald

I wccepd Mr King 5 distressed by the
priesdingss Bl im my view® that distress
arises because e would prefer potentis|
customers were wnawane of his history
arid b ot such os justifics the making of
restraining orders.”

Lowever Madebeine Flannagan,
sevised Tavlar and has been the victim of
oftlinge harassment hersellt, said e
judge’s decision showed free spes
1l wiedl

Shie sadcl thie vndguie natire of the case,
'1I:I1|II|.';1'I IhEw pine dhenit kn hamssmaent
bavws, maant it was already being used by
media law profiessi Anrckland
imlversin

Wik

Wwis

Taylor's website alsa resubed i King
bering punished. Since setting up ihe
wishsite, Taylor sabd inore tham 70 victims
had comar forwand, across a 32 T SpHAnL
clalming losses of moge than $3 million.

As o resulr, the Minkstry of Basiness,

o and Employmen o the

il Developrent began

h
naltirantely led to bl coavictions ayakinst
king for fraud. According fo Taylor's
timeline, the pattern of dishonesty
started when King was convicted of
merelving stolen vehicles bn b

Online haero: Steve Taybor, above, pursusd
Graham King for fraud via an online campalgmn.
Phisie: Dowi] Whaitie | Fairfan R

I've been relentless
in the pursuit of
justice,
Steve Taylor

Taylor vowed to continee his campalgn
against the scammer, whom he labelled
“u classical sociopath ™.

Kimg rejected the criticism of him and
said he was now worklmg as a salesman
T a biker company, pulting his criminal
past beliind him,

1 e miowved on and §do mor deserve
the sort of treatment that he's [Taylor
ghven me,” he sald. “'ve been kicked
Trosem ootwes i o the countey o the ol
by this gy for ben vears with alssolute
Bsuflshir snixed inowith a litgke bin of fact
5 vie had enough of i

Hee was defeated 1 the recent court
hearing because of the “presentation of
the case”', King safd, but It was not his
onby way of hitting back at the blogger.
“I"in mot going to sy what my next step
is Becanese U'm nol going to telegra
that,” he said,

Taylonr wis seeptbcal of King s claim he
hinel changed his ways, "1"ve been
relentless in the pursult of justice ... |
don’t think he's golng to stop, but nelther

s 1" e mlad






